.243 Winchester 



Historical Notes Introduc'd by Winchester in 195ft for 
their Model 70 bolt action and Model 88 lever action 
rifles. The .248 was quickly adopted hy Savage for 
their Model V)9 lever and Model 1 10 bolt action rifles. 
All of the British and European manufacturers began 
chambering bolt action rifles fur tins round, including 
BSA. FN, Sako Husqvarna Mannlicher Schnenauer 
n n< I others. In (act. even Remington, who developed 
their own 6mm had to recognize the popularity «>( t hi 
243 and start chum Ik* ring some of their rifles for it 
The 243 (limm) Winchester is nothing more than the 
308 Winchester case necked flown. Original develop- 
ment and publicity was due largely to the efforts of 
gun writer Warren Page, who along with other wild 
catters worked out a similar version before Winchester. 
The .243 is rharnltered today (1963) in more Winchester 
rifles than any other cartridge — the 88 lever action. 
100 semi-auto. 70 Featherweight. 70 Standard. 70 
Varmint and. formerly, in the 70 Bull Gun. 


General Comments The 243 Winchester represents a 
successful effort to develop a varmint-to-deer class 
rifle that could hold its own with the various high ve 
locity 22*s fur extremely long range use on small tar 
gets and still he adequate fur the larger animals The 
243 does this job so well that it has taken a lot of 
play away from the .222 Rem and all the rest of the 
22 cartridges It eliminates the need for owning two 
different rifles for anything from small game and pests 
right up to and including deer antelope or black hear 
Hie 80-gr bullet is intended primarily for varmint and 
medium game and the 100 gr bullet for deer size ani 
mats- The 257 Roberts and the 250-3000 Savage are 
supposed to cover the same range and certainly do. 
However the 25-eatiher bullets don’t have quite the 
sectional density for tong range varmint shooting until 
bullet weight gets up around 120 grs . and then the ve 
locity falls off hadly. All in all. the 6mm does a better 
job in covering the intended range of game and shoot 
mg conditions 
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Bullet (gr».) 

Powder/grt. 

MV 

ME 


80 

4831 

48 

3265 

1890 

Varmint, med game 

80 

4350 

43 

3300 

1930 


80 

H 380 

39 

3205 

1820 


100 

4831 

44 

3100 

2130 

Deer, antelope, elc. 
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